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From the Pastor’s Pen
“Our character is defined by what we do when we think no one is looking”
Dear Friends,
I recently read a short story about a woman who loves to build fences. According to this expert fence builder,
“a fence says a lot about the person who built it. Was he in a hurry? Did she meticulously straighten each
post and measure equidistantly between them? Build the fence to be standing in five years? Ten?” Obviously,
the act of building a fence is something the writer takes to heart. In fact, she believes the work and time it
takes to build a fence builds CHARACTER.
Webster’s Dictionary defines character as “moral qualities distinctive to an individual.” If you’re like me, I
naturally assume that everyone has fine morals. But, every once in awhile, I discover that I was sadly naïve
and made a poor judgment call about the character of a person.
Even when we think no one is looking and watching how we conduct ourselves, God is present. We can’t hide
from God. God, who knows every little hair on our head, knows what we think, what we say, and how we
conduct ourselves. That alone should provide us with the impetus to live a life that children, siblings, coworkers, spouses, and friends want to exemplify. When we slip – which happens to all of us occasionally - we
need to turn ourselves over to God and ask for help rebuilding our character and strength.
Since God is the ultimate judge of our character – and we’re always under construction by God – I’m going to
take you on a short journey this summer. Beginning July 30th, I’ll be offering a four-part sermon series that
focuses on building our character: how to control our thoughts, how to guard our hearts from those things
that tear down character, what we should strive for in order to keep good company, and how the fruits of the
spirit can help us to build our character.
I invite you to join me on the journey!
See you in church,
Pastor Sue
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From the Congregation’s Life:
Please Keep these people in your prayers as they face difficult times
CHARLOTTE MILLER
RANDY MILLER
SHIRLEY MASENHEIMER
PHYLLIS WARNER
CARL LAUCHMAN
EDITH and DEQUAY LAUCHMAN
We also uplift many of our congregation and friends who have been going through some rough times.
We certainly apologize if we fail to mention anyone going through any illnesses or other experiences
we mention during our prayer concerns at church! We do keep you in our prayers

COMING EVENTS:
Outdoor Services
• July: 9th and 23rd
• August: 13th and 27th
rd
th
• September: 3 and 10
Bible Study Resumes July 18th @ 9:30 AM: Bible study is held in the church social room.
Everyone is welcome.

Consistory Meetings: 7/10 and 8/14 @ 6:30 PM
Youth Christian Education: tentative start date is September 17th.
Church Picnic: 9/10 following the 10:00 AM outdoor service. See the flyer

3rd Wednesdays
rd

On the 3 Wednesday of each month, folks from Bethel have offered to be Christ’s
“hands and feet” by helping the Hanover Area Council of Churches fold clothes in their
clothing bank. Please sign up to assist – a sheet is found in the Narthex. Your efforts
benefit those who are needy and shop for “gently used” clothing for little cost. Time: 9
– 1 PM, or as long as you are able.

REMEMBER OUR OUTREACH MINISTRIES:
God’s Meal Barrel –Donations for July are Cleaning and Paper Products. Donations for August
are snacks and cookies.

HANOVER COUNCIL OF CHURCHES – needs the following assistance (donation box is in
Narthex)
PAL – PAM spray, Coffee, Coffee Mate, BBQ Sauce, Bread Crumbs
Clothing Bank – Back-to-School Blue & Red pens, notebooks, binders, paper, backpacks
Changing Lives Shelter – liquid hand soap, midsize shampoo, midsize body wash and Band-Aids
Ruth’s Harvest- Single servings only of cereal, snacks & fruit

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION. Many products we buy at the grocery store have these coupons
on them. Collect the coupons and bring them to church. There will be a box to receive them. We can
donate these coupons to Hoffman Homes or even divide them between the school districts our
children attend. This will be an ongoing project just like another one we have in process…….

POP TOP CAN TABS: MARG LEPPO has been collecting Pop Top tabs for HOMEWOOD
HOMES. She has contributed a couple of thousand of these so far and we are helping her with this
project. So, ANY pop top tabs you may have collect them and bring them to church. There is a bin in
the Narthex to collect the tabs for Marg. THANK YOU!!!!!

Noisy Can Offerings: Bethel is having a NOISY CAN offering each Sunday to support
the needs the Appalachian Mission Project. The cans are passed through the
congregation during the offering and the money will be donated to buy supplies to help
provide services to those in poverty around the Pipestem, WV. Area.
SPECIAL OFFERINGS: We are aware that sometime in the future we will have major expense
with either the Heat Pumps or maybe a new roof. In order to prevent a major blow to our reserve
funds, we are asking people to use the special Building Improvement Fund Envelopes to help build
up funds we would have available to replace anything we may need for the church building! There are
envelopes available in the pews as well as one for each month in the envelope boxes and can be
given anytime.

Consistory Minutes
May 8, 2017
Meeting called to order by F. Brillhart at 6:35 PM with a spiritual reading and prayer lead by L. McJunkin.
Attendance: D. Bankert, F. Brillhart, Pastor Fritz, S. Tharp, L. McJunkin, K. Weaver, C. Worley, T. Allison, E.
Miller
Time Keeper: K. Weaver
Process Observer: T. Allison

The following reports were distributed and reviewed;
Minutes from last meeting, Treasurers report, and Pastor’s report were reviewed. S. Tharp made a motion to
accept the reports and K. Weaver seconded the motion and everyone approved.

Bethel United Church of Christ
Pastoral Report for April, 2017
National
•

MESA teleconference training for the Committee on Ministry: Processes of Support and Ministerial Oversight –
April 5, 2017; The Marks of Faithful and Effective Ministers – April 18, 2017

Association
•
•
•

April 13 – Gettysburg Association Committee on Ministry
April 18 – Gettysburg Ministerial Association
April 24 – Gettysburg Association Annual Spring Meeting

Meetings:
•
•
•
•
•

April 1 – Appalachian mission group
April 3 – Deacon’s meeting
April 3 – Consistory meeting
April 17 – Generosity Leadership meeting
April 29 – Appalachian mission group

Worship - April 2, April 9, April 13 (Maundy Thursday), April 14 (Good Friday), April 16, April 23, April 30
Visitations
•
•
•

10 members
2 member hospital visits
1 non-member hospital visits

Other
•
•
•

April 2 – Community Lenten Service (St. Bartholomew’s)
Youth Christian Ed- April 2, April 9, April 23, April 30
Bible Study – April 4, April 11, April 18, April 25

Hours worked during April – 142.75 plus 15 hours Association/Conference hours

Recognition of Leaders: (Thanks to)
• K. Weaver for being greeter in April
• The unsung heroes were selected for May and June. Another member was selected as the unsung hero
for July
Old Business:
• Policies and Procedures:
o Prayer Chain: S. Tharp presented the policy to consistory for review. K. Weaver will work on
the format.
o F. Brillhart presented the revised Social Hall Agreement policy. E. Miller made a motion to
accept the policy and L. McJunkin seconded the motion and all approved.

o Electronic Giving: K. Weaver presented additional information from PNC.
 PNC cost is $15 per month with a $0.50 per transaction fee.
 A discussion followed. F. Brillhart will check with the following banks; York Traditions,
ACNB and People Bank.
o The financial policy that was distributed needs to be reviewed and consistory needs to be
prepared to vote on the policy at the June’s meeting.
• Missions:
o HACC: (Pastor Sue) L. McJunkin, J. Ernst and F. Brillhart were our volunteers for April at
HACC. All three acknowledged the great need at the center. Our volunteers were kept busy
sorting clothes and folding clothes.
o Appalachian Mission:
 The Noisy Can offering totaled $191.12 so far.
 Sandwich sale: Bethel sandwich sales totaled $772. All three churches sold $2,118 with a
net profit of $950.
• Building and Maintenance:
o Consolidation of the mission boxes: (T. Allison) Work in progress.
o Nursery: The carpet was delivered. Thanks Lynn.
o Spring Cleaning was successful. Thanks to everyone who participated.
o Youth Blue Bird Boxes: We are beginning to see blue birds around the boxes.
o Light bulbs in the office need to be replaced.
o Hinge in the kitchen needs to be repaired.
o One of the shelves under the pew is cracked.
• Letters to former members: We did not get any feedback from the people whom letters were mailed.
Pastor Sue noted that the best way to bring people into the church is to invite them to a service.
• Gettysburg Association Spring Meeting: The meeting was held at Bethel on April 23rd with a social
hour beginning at 2:30 PM and the meeting at 3 PM. Everyone who attended the meeting had a positive
feedback.
• Penn Central Conference Annual meeting: The conference is scheduled for June 9th and 10th. Pastor
Sue will attend both days. S. Tharp, J. Ernst and F. Brillhart will attend Saturday’s session.
• VBS: Vacation Bible School is scheduled from Sunday June 26th to Thursday June 29th. The theme is
Route 254 and has an RV camping theme. Pastor Sue distributed VBS information. Donated baskets will
be raffled off to raise money for VBS and our Youth Class.
• Mosaic Classes: Larry Vickers is willing to offer the class again.
o The schedule for the second class would be best offered in the fall/winter.
o Larry would also like to present the mosaics that class made, and also offer a framing class.
• Signage for the outside of the church was ordered by T. Allison
• Chicken BBQ Update: The BBQ is scheduled for June 17th and the cost is $8.00. The dinner includes
½ of a chicken, baked potato, apple sauce and a roll. Tickets for the BBQ will be available by the end of
May. Volunteers are needed at the pavilion to distribute the dinners and at Jefferson carnival grounds to
prepare the chicken.
New Business:
• An Eagle Scout project would include painting the social hall and other updates. It was also suggested
the project include signage for the interior of the church. The scout needs to do a formal presentation to
consistory.
• Internet Access: F. Brillhart contacted Century Link and he was given a monthly price for phone and
internet of $74.98 if payed by auto pay and $79 if paid by invoice.
• Communication: Consistory discussed ways to communicate information to the congregation. A Meet
the Press skit will be presented to inform the congregation.
• Consistory decided not to support the annual request for the Spring Grove Ambulance Club
• Pastor Sue requested vacations from 7/10 to 7/16 and 9/18 to 9/24. K. Weaver made a motion to accept
the vacation time and L. McJunkin seconded and all approved.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

The possibility of a Youth Scholarship Fund was discussed. The scholarship would go to our youth
attending higher education. The fund would be supported by donations and fundraisers. K. Weaver made
a motion to accept the proposal and C. Worley seconded and all approved.
Ascension Day Service was discussed. Consistory decided not to have this service because of the poor
attendance.
Pentecost Communion Service: (June 4th) Servers are C. Worley, S. Tharp, L. McJunkin and D.
Bankert. Back-up server is F. Brillhart.
Social:
o The Fire Pit Activity is planned for Sunday June 11th at 5 PM. Please bring your favorite covered
dish and enjoy roasting hotdogs by the fire and eating strawberries and ice-cream.
o The church picnic will be on September 10th following the outdoor service. Worship service
begins at 10:00 AM
Dates for the outdoor services are: June 11th and 25th, July 9th and 23rd, August 13th and 27th, September
3rd and 10th.
The altar candles will be replaced by oil candles when the supply of wax candles is depleted.
The idea of seasonal and welcoming banners was discussed. F. Brillhart made a motion to pursue the
idea and D. Bankert seconded and all approved.

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting is June 5th at 6:30 PM
F. Brillhart will do the devotions and prayer.
Respectfully submitted by D. Bankert

Special Consistory Meeting On May 21, 2017
President Brillhart called the meeting to order at 10:20 AM.
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss transferring of funds into the general account since the present funds
available ($1,400) will not cover monthly expenses. T. Allison made a motion to take funds out of the memorial
funds to cover the expenses. S. Tharp seconded and all approved.
Meeting adjourned at 10:28 PM.
Respectfully submitted by C. Worley and D. Bankert

2017 Consistory Information
Class of 2017
Sue Tharp
Fred Brillhart
Tom Allison
Class of 2018
Dave Bankert
Ed Miller
Cheryl Worley
Class of 2019
Jolene Ernst
Lyn McJunkin
Kim Weaver

Greeters
January: Fred Brillhart
February: Jolene Ernst
March: Lynn McJunkin
April: Kim Weaver
May: Ed Miller
June: Cheryl Worley
July: Sue Tharp
August: Cheryl Worley
September: Fred Brillhart
October: Sue Tharp
November: Dave Bankert
December: Tom Allison

Position
Trustee
Elder
Deacon

Term
Filling in for R. Ernst
First
First

Elder
Trustee
Deacon

Second
First
Second

Elder
Deacon
Trustee

First
First
First

Consistory Officers
President: Fred Brillhart
Vice President: Jolene Ernst
Secretary: Dave Bankert
Assistant Secretary: Cheryl Worley

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Committee Representatives
Church Care: Tom Allison
Ministry & Advisory: Fred Brillhart, Jolene
Ernst, Dave Bankert
Outreach: Nancy Vickers & Marg Leppo
Worship; Pastor Sue
Education: Consistory
Social: Sue Tharp
Fundraisers: Consistory
Website: Dave Bankert

July’s Birthdays
Susan Fritz
Rose Becker
Leah Shyk
Rose Simpson
Isabel Kuhn
David Bankert
Dixie Brillhart
Lavon Leppo
Thomas Allison
Burnell Trone
Danetta Lochbaum

Jul 02
Jul 03
Jul 04
Jul 06
Jul 13
Jul 15
Jul 22
Jul 23
Jul 24
Jul 26
Jul 28

August Birthdays
Kevin Byrnes
Edith Lauchman
Nadine Trone
Phyllis Warner
Tina Main
Marg Lingg

July’s Anniversaries
7 – Tom & Diane McCollum
15 – Joe & Connie Delozier
29 – Raymond & Phyllis Warner

August Anniversaries
Aug 02
Aug 05
Aug 06
Aug 08
Aug 19
Aug 21

Lester Frey
Aug 23
Edward, III Masenheimer
Aug 26
Danielle Spahr
Aug 31

10 – Jeff & Leah Shyk
22 – Bob & Rose Becker
24 – Walter & Josie Miller
24 – John & Marg Lingg

Everyone is invited to
RALLY DAY!
September 10, 2017
10 A.M.
Invite your friends to join our Bethel family for an outdoor
worship service and followed by our family picnic in our lovely
pavilion!

Bring a covered dish and your own place settings.
Hotdogs and Chicken Corn Soup will be provided

Historically, Rally Day is celebrated at the end of summer season.
It reminds everyone that fall is soon upon us. During this season, students return to classroom
studies, families reap the last of their crops from the summer harvest, and last minute outdoor
projects are completed before the snows of winter coat our landscapes in white beauty.
Churches celebrate Rally Day in a variety of ways, but at the heart of the celebration is the
acknowledgement that we are called to deepen our relationship and understanding of Christ.
Leaders of Christian Education classes are introduced and students often “take flight” into
different religious education classes.

